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my friend said one day when we were talking of Emperor
William's sabre-rattling tirades and their effect on foreign
opinion. "Believe me, behind all that boasting and threaten-
ing of the Kaiser's there was nothing but concern. Indeed,
fear. Just as a child sings or whistles in the dark to give
himself courage."

My friend explained that Schlieffen's strategic plan grew
out of the reflection that under normal circumstances
Germany cannot successfully withstand a simultaneous
attack from France and Russia. Consequently a special
situation must be produced that will enable first the one
and then the other of the two opponents to be put out of
action. *'That means rapidity and the exploitation of
advantages that can only be secured by infringing rights of
other States which at any other time must be respected."

I say nothing as to the justice of my friend's contention.
In his view a war on two fronts was hopeless from the
outset without the infringement of Belgian neutrality. The
necessary speed in action against France was only to be
gained in that way. Besides, said my friend, the original
SchliefFen plan envisaged the entire abandonment of
southern Germany to French invasion, thus making the
right wing of the German armies marching through Belgium
so strong that a veritable second Cannae would have been
won at Paris.

But the essence of the Plan was not this gigantic concep-
tion of a new Cannae, but the clear recognition and
demonstration of a Russian peril ;that grew ever more
menacing. The essential thing was, from the first, not the
oveithrow of France, but the securing at the earliest possible
moment of the ability to concentrate all Germany's forces
against Russia. For that war contained incalculable factors
and would be impossible to bring to an end within a time
limit. My friend had himself worked in the Operations
section under SchliefFen, and described to me how SchliefFen
had represented 1;he Russian problems as insoluble with the
military resources then available and hkd envisaged a long
war of attrition on that front.

The recognition of Germany's difficult military situation
enticed the leading Generals step by stfep into accepting